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CnvRcH and ConGREGATION 
18 | wy ED | 5 | 
PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 

Js 5 | AT x = 


0 TINGHAM. 


Tu following Treatiſe, upon tie ; 


Nature-and Order of Evangelical 
Churches, written by the Rev. William 
Bennet, Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt, 


in London, having fallen into my hands, 
I would. beg leave to recommend it to 


your attentive *peruſal, as containing a 


fummary and ſcriptural account of the 


practice of New Teſtament Churches; ; 


N 


and what is my wiſh and deſire may be 


imitated by you; from a conviction | 


that the reception and obſervance of 


it will conduce to your increaſing 


A 2 Ts 


1 


: prolperity, mutual edification and com- 
[fort, and the 1 of the Goſpel 
14 amongſt vou. 


2 He . and perſpicuity * 
which the Author has obſerved, and 
the catechetical form into which it Is -- 
moulded, has been my principal in- 
ducement to reprint it for your infor- 
mation; and that the ſmallneſs of the 
expence might give me an; opportunity 
of diſtributing it in a more g general man- 
ner than could be expected by : a larger | 
| treatiſe, This contains the ſubſtance of 
what has been advanced upon this ſub- 
_ je; and has this peculiar excellency; 
that nothing is replied to but what 
il 1s grounded upon references | from the 
1 Holy Scriptures, which Proteſtant Diſ- 
if ſenters acknowledge to be the only. cri- 


fl terion of what is lawful in the worſhip 5 
of God; and 1 muſt earneſtly recom. 
; | mend to you, not paſs, by the Scrip- 
i} 1 % „ 


4, 
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"20 
tures, cited after the anſwers, but com- 
pare them together: a com pliance with 
this requeſt, attended with the bleſſing 
of God, will, I preſume, convince your 

minds, that the obſervance of order in 
the worſhip of God is not that indif- 
ferent thing which is imagined. by 
5 — | 


. he Apoſtle 2 80 that God i is not the 
Author of Confuſion ; conſequently, 
he is a God of Order; and refers us, 
for an example of this aſſertion, to all 
the Churches of the Saints; there, as 
if he had ſaid, is ſeen this beautiful con- 
formity to the Divine Will; he ob- 
ſerved order in the conſtruction and ar- 
rangement of every part of creation; 
he obſerves the ſame in his government 
of men and angels, and in his worſhip 
in heaven: Confuſion and diſorder 
proceed from ſin, and oppoſition to the 
revealed will of God. Order belongs 
A 3 to 
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to God, and no where does he expea 
it more than in his worſhip ; it is the 


very bond of Chriſtian communion and 


fellowſhip; and wherever it is want- 


ing there can be no ſocial religion. A 
ſociety of profeſſing Chriſtians (if ſuch * 


it may be called) without this, wants 
even the common advantages of a well- 
regulated family, or a mere civil inſtitu- 

tion, to promote the temporary intereſts 
of men. And is order ſo conducive to 
the proſperity of human affairs, that 


they cannot be conducted without it ? 
and ſhall it be needleſs in a Church of 


Chriſt ? To aſſert it, betrays an unpar- 


donable ignorance of the Word of God, 
and a want of information in the great 


deſigns of Jehovah: reſpecting inſtitu- 


ted worſhip. Let ſuch a one fit down 


and reflect upon the numerous paſlages 


(particularly in the New Teſtament) 


which exhort to duties relative to ſo- 


cial religion, and reaſon with himſelf, 
whether 


e I i, | 
whether thoſe ditties are practicable 
without knowledge, ſocial religious 
intercourſe, and the obſervance of 
the order here recommended. When 
the laws of a ſtate can be e in 
the midſt of anarchy and confuſion; 
houſe diyided againſt itſelf, ſtand; or 
a wall be built erect, without line or 
plummet; then, and not before, will : 
this be the caſe. . 


Y 


1 


The evils that 1 a neglect and 
want of this order, eſpecially if they 
are countenanced, operate too, feriouſly 
tobe thought indifferent, by every v well 
wiſher to the cauſe of Chriſt. Want 
of order in Diſſenting Churches has, 
in many places, opened a door for a 
carnal, time-ſerving Miniſtry, the in- 
troduction of doctrines adapted to the 
7 paſſions. and prejudices of ſome cha- 
racters, who, by depriving the people 
of their lawful authority and place in 

the 
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the Church, have, like D Diotmephes®, 


engroſſed the power to themſelves, and 
made their judgment, the creed for 


others, inferior in authority and opu- 


lence. By leaving the admiſſion of 
perſons to the Lord's Table i in the fole 


power and judgment of the Miniſter "Ft 
| an laid r under r temptations to ad. 


2. 1 $ 


that Sar which is W to 


diſcern the Lord's Body; overcome by 
the fear that a refuſal would be a diſ- 
advantage to the intereſt of the place, 
and that his uſefulneſs with ſuch might 


be at an end, through prejudices « con- 
vel againft himſelf. Where this 


bond of focal union has been diſſolved, 5 


vital godlineſs i in that congregation has 


decayed; a conformity to the corrupt 


practices and company of the world 
has ſucceeded ; and they have no longer 


5 ohn, * 


ſeen 


„ 
ſeen it their duty to watch over each 
other, to reprove and admoniſh, to bear 
each others burdens, to edify one 
another, and to contend for the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints. Con- 
tented with a formal hearing of the 
Word, a nominal, unmeaning com- 
munion at the Supper of the Lord, a 

form of godlineſs has obtained the pre- 
ference to the power, and Church 
Members have had no more concern 
for their brother's ſpiritual proſperity, 
than that finner who ſaid to n | 
3 Am I __ brother een dr bien, 
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lk . are the ends that Follow! thi 
neglect of ſocial communion, I hope 
2 you will ſee that my deſire to reſtore it, 
amongſt you, proceeds from my con- 
cern for your ſpiritual and eternal wel- 
fare; to Sete the intereſt of n 
7 3 Schr e n 


amon ongſt ; 


—— 


11 


e mongſt the preſent; and to perpetuate 


it to the riſing generation in this place. 


That the obſervance of it is neceſſary, 


for theſe ends, is my firm and eſtab- 
liſhed Judgment ; that I am not fingu- 
lar in my opinion will be ſeen by this 
little treatiſe, and by an inquiry into 
the order of ſeveral Churches around 


us; and, above all, by ſearching the 


Word of God, the only: ne _ 


ng wy in _ matter. n de 


T here: are. two e things 1 
would recommend to your inquiry in 
this compendium of ſocial religion : 
Firſt, Whether a Miniſter has an exclu- 
five right to admit to the Lord's Table, 
without theapprobation of the Church? 
And, ſecondly, whether a credible pro- 
feſſion of faith and knowledge be not 
neceſſary from thoſe that are propoſed 
for fellowſhip ? It is very plain to me, 
* 1 ee — did not claim the 


Jet; 


( a} 
firſt ; they always acted in concert with 
the Churches they planted ; they im- 
poſed nothing upon them inconſiſtent 
with the authority of Chriſt, and the 
ſpecial ends of his inſtitution. The 
ſecond neceſſarily follows upon this 
principle; that, if a credible profeſ- 
ſion, &c. be not neceſſary, the way muſt 
be opened for all, indiſcriminately; and 
thus the hedge being broken down, 
the beautiful Garden of Chriſt is ex- 
| poſed to the incurſion of unclean and 
ſavage beaſts, who have deſtroyed it, 
and made it a ſcene of greater confuſion 
than the wild uncultivated wilderneſs 
of the world. Read for yourſelves, and 
take no man's opinion for yours, much 
leſs follow cuſtoms that have no foun- 
dation in Scripture; that have ſprung up, 
and taken root, by length of time, and 
owe their continuance to the cauſe of all 
corru ptions in the Chriſtian Church, 
that thoſe, whoſe buſineſs it was to have 
| | | kept 


L 12 1 +: 
nes chem out, have flept®.. I do not 
mean any thing I have written, or 
recommended, as a reflection upon the 
practice of others, who differ from me 
in their judgment+ about the nature 
of that order which beſt promotes the 
edification of the Church; whether 
a conformity to the eſtabliſned mode 
of worſhip, or the adopting one 
from the Scripture; we agree, that 
order is neceſſary. My intention in 
this addreſs is, the inſtruction of the 
people committed to my charge, and 
an apology for the practice I am 
convinced it is my duty 10 incul- 
cate. Sincerely wiſhing that your-judg- 
ments may be informed in all the Will 
of Gad, Lam | 

Your ready Servant in the Goſpel, 
RICHARD LEGGETT. 
9 i, 1791. 

* Matt. xili. 25. 


+ Many ſuch there are, f for wha I e a we | 
ordial eſteem. 


| Rev. xix. 10. ch. xxii. 9. 


2 Q. 85 | 8 


0. 1. War is 9 — 2 
| A. It is ſerving. and glori- 
| fying God, in a manner — to his 
divine nature and Will. Deut. vi. 13. 
Matt. i IV. 10. John. iv. 23, 24· 


"of 2. May not religious worlhip, in : 
fubordinate ſenſe, be paid to Creatures? 
A. The ſcriptures admit no ſuch diſtinc- 
tion in religious worſhip, as that of ſupreme 
and ſubordinate, but uniformly forbid eve- 
ry a& of religious worſhip addreſſed to 
any Creature, as ſuch, even the molt ex- 
cellent.—Iſa. xlii. 8. Adds x. 26, 26. 
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— 
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2. 2: How may religious worſhip be 
diſtinguiſhed ? ; 


A. Into natural or moral, and inſtituted 
worſhip. 


2.4. What is natural or moral worſhip? 

A. It is the acknowledgment of God, 
as a Being in himſelf poſſeſſed of infinite 
perfettions, and as the Creator, Preſerver, 


| Governor, and Judge of all men; in the 
exerciſe of faith and fear, hope and love, 
prayer and praiſe, ſubjection and obe- 


dience. Rev. iv. 11. Deut. x. 20. 


Iſa. xlv. 25 Ch. xxxiii. 22. Heb. x1. 


6. Iſa. xxvi. 4. Pf. xxxiii. 18. Matt. 


XU. 97. Pf. Ixv. 1, 2. Deut. vi. 13. 


O. 5 What! is the foundation of natural 


worſhip ? 
A. The infinite excellency of 45 divine 


nature, and the relation ſubſiſting between 
God and his intelligent creatures. 
Rom. i. 20, 21. Gal. iv. 8. Adds xvii. 


22—28. Pl. xcv. 28 


Q. 6. Why is this called moral wor- 
Pf 


A. 3 


. Gs 1. = 

4. Becauſe it ariſeth icy the fineſs 
of things, and, as it hath the moral and 
eternal law for its rule, che obligation to 
it is univerſal- and unchangeable.— 
2 Sam. xxii. 4. Pf. xviii. 3. Rev. iv. 11. 
Rom. ii. 14, ay Rev. v. e Ch. 
vii. 14, o 


— 


L. 7. What is ;nflituted worthip 3 i 
A, That which hath its foundation and 


origin in divine appointment, which gives 
the viſible form and order of religion, and 


conſiſts in glorifying God by ſuch outward 


f — 


ordinances, as he hath been pleaſed to eſta- 
bliſn. Lev. xviii. 4, 5. Deut. vii. 11. 
Pl. v. 7. Pl. xlviii 11. 12. 1 Cor. xi. 2. 


0.8. What i is the rule of all inſtituted 4 


- worſhip ? 


A. Not the will of any Creature, how- 
ever great, wife, or good, but the revealed 
will of God only; who hath given us a 

full diſcovery thereof, in all things ne- 
ceſſary for our 8 and practice, by his 
written word. Iſa. xxxiti. $$. cl 


xlii. 8. Matt. iv. 10. Iſa. viii. 20. 


V 


2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. a | 
B 2 2. 9. Whence 
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2. 9. Whence ariſeth man's obligation 


to obſerve ſuch inſtituted worſhip ? 


From the authority of Him who en- 
joins it, and from the abſolute ſubjektion | 


which is due to his will i in all things.- 
Gen. xvii. 1. Pf. cxliii. 10. Matt. vi. 10. 


"_— . xlv. 11.1 Cor. vi. 20. 


2. 10. Have che ordinances of religion 


worſhip always been the ſame? «+ © 
A. No; for God hath changed wen 


from time to time, according to the ſeve-' 
ral diſpenſations, or outward forms of | 


worſhip and government, which his church 


hath been under. Heb. 3 compar- . 


ed with Gen. ii. 16, 17. ch. xvii. 2, 


9 1. and the books of Exodus, Leviti- | 


2. 11. What are ile bl ares. 


tions which the church of God, at various 


| times, hath- been under ? WT, 


"8 The Patriarchal, the Moſaic, and 


| ric Chriſtian. ! 


0 12. "Wiki - was "the Wache dif. 


penſation, and how long did it continue? 
5 "+ oe It 


A . 


ff.. 

bt was that, undder Which believers 
lived before the ceremonial law was given; 
when many familics, deſcended from the 
ſame. father, continued together in one 
Tribe; ; and every ſuch Tribe, acknowledg- 
ing the true God, and proſeſling faith in 
the Sayiour to come, was a diſtin, reli- 
gious Community, and che F ather, or Head 

of the tribe, was both its Ruler and. Prieſt, 
This continued till the days of Molſes.- 
| Gen. xX. 5» 20, 31, 32. ch. 21, J ch. 5 
3 xii. . 8. Ch. xili. 6, 9, 12. Ch. xx. 
7. middle clauſe. Ch. xxvi. 24, 25• 
Ch. xIvi. 1. Ch. xlviii. 15. 20. Job i. fo 


2. 13. West were the principal reli- 
gious inſtitutions, under that diſpenſation N 
. Theſe appear to. have been Sacrifices 
and Oblations, ll God eſtabliſhed his co-- 


venant with Abraham and his. poſterity, 
| when be appointed | Circumciſion, as the vi- 
5 ble token of his covenant wich that pecu- 

lar people and the ir ſeed after them. 


| Gen. iv. 34. ch. viii. 29, 21. Cid xvii. 
9. 10. | 
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2. 14. What was the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, and how long did this continue ? 
A. It was that, which God eſtabliſhed, 
by the miniſtry of Moſes, at Mount Sinai, 
with the body of the Iſraclites at large, 


whom he choſe to be © an holy : nation, a 


peculiar people to himſelf;” under which 
all their natural deſcendants were mem- 
bers of the viſible church. —This conti- 
nued till the promiſed Meſſiah came.- 
Exod; xix. 5, 6. Deut. vii. 6—11. ch. 
XXIX, 10— 16. Rom. ix. 3—5 · Eph. Th 


13—18. 


Q. 15. What were the principal reli- 


gious inſtitutions under the Moy diſpen- 


An ? 
A. A great number of painful, coltly, 
and laborious rites were then. appointed in 
the church of God, ſuch as, Circumciſion, 


| the Paſſover, Sacrifices, Oblations, ceremo- 


nial Purifications, ſolemn Aſſemblies of all 
the Males among the Iſraelites three times 


a year, and many others of a ſimilar na- 


See the books of Exodus, Levi- 
ticus, 


ture. 


C 19 ] 
ticks, Numnthers, and eee at large 
Hebie 9. fo.” u 2 ite 


2 16. W 15 is 85 Chriſtian abn. 
tion, and how long ſhall this continue? 

A. It is the pure and ſpiritual diſpenſa- 
tion of Chrift, which the church of God 
is now under ; according to which, all re- 
| ligious worſhip muſt be conducted in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, without any of 
thoſe: coltly fervices and painful rites, 
: which were preſcribed to the Jewiſh 
church. —This diſpenſation muſt continue 
till the end of the world, when the whole 


church ſhall be made perfect. John i iv. 
23, 24. Heb. i. 1. Col. ili. 17. 1 ii. 
18. Heb. xi. 1829. ON DAD. 

| EEC Ys) — Ong. ; 


0- 17. What are the PR AY inſtitu- 
tions of the Chriſtian diſpenſation ? 


A. 'Theſe are ſocial and public Prayer— 
Mt the praiſes of God—Reading, 


preaching, and hearing the word—Bap- 
tiſm—Church-fellowſhip—and the Lord's 
ſupper; with all that relates to the order, 
government, and diſcipline of Chriſtian 
churches Adds i. . 1 Thai; 6; > 
„„ 8 Eph. 


Fan} 


Eph, v. 19. Cal. ita, 16. 1 Tbeſſ. v. 27. 
Mark xvi. 15. Luke viii. ad: James i. 
19, 2 21, 22. Matt. xxviii. 19. 1 Cor. xii. 


12, 20, 2% Mate. xvi; 2630. 1 . 


xi. „ wa yore! mort bug oft 


EZ j 75 


by 18. What i is the, natgre 8 gn of 
bapatfe 2 1 
A. It is a 83 infliturion 7 Chriſt, 


: by which thoſe that engage. in I; ſolemnly 


profeſs their faith in God, the | F ather, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; their ſubjection to Chriſt 
as Mediator; and their unreſerved obliga-* 


tion to obſerve all chings whatſoever he 


has commanded : by which, alfo, thoſe, 


to whom it is adminiſtered, are . 


ledged to be a part « of the viſible church of 
Chriſt. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Gal. Ii: 
27. 1 Gong: X11; 13: e 


1 10 et | 

2. I'S - Who are the-proper ba. of 
Chriſtian baptiſm FO otter ons 

A. Thoſe who believe in Pat Lig, I” 


ſus Chriſt, and are cordially diſpoſed to 


walk in ſubjettion to his authority in all 


things, together with their I nfant · offspring. 


Mark xvi 16. Acts viü. 37, 38. 
. . 


. 21 * 1 N 
eb. ii. 39. ch. Xvi. 15, 33. e We 


xix 14˙ x 7 3-3 04 I 28 
; W 


2. 20. What | 1s meant by huren le. 
lowſhip? e 

A. The union, or eee ſtate of 
baptized perſons, holding the truth ve. 
Chriſt, and engaged to Walk together in 
all the rules and ordinances of the golpel, 
under his authority, . as their Saviour and 


# 7:3 £4 


Lord. — Cor. xi. 12—27 Eph. iv. 
110 5114 


3—5· Ads f ti, 4, 42. Eph. 28. Fal. 
i. 18. 3 Ez dug 


; , * * 
N N g 5 1 1 4 — 73 7 + * F 3 r 
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2.521. What ae be dene ends of 
church · fellow ſnip? eee ee ee 

A. To ſupport and berpeac the viſi- 
ble kingdom and headſhip of Chriſt among 
his ſaints; to exhibit and preſerve the 
truth and purity of the goſpel; to provide 
for the regular adminiſtration of 00k 
ordinances ; and, by means of theſe, to 
improve all the graces of the Spirit! in = 
lievers, till * are made meet for be 
heavenly ſtate, — —Ifa. ix, 7. Epb. ii; 20. 
Col. ii. 6, 15 95 10. 1. Tim. i iii. 15. Phil. 
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i. 27. 1 Cor. xi. 2. Eph. iv. 13. 
Atts 11, 42, 46, 47. 2 . 
. 88: What is the Lord's ſupper? 

A. It is an ordinance, in which, by 
giving and receiving bread and wine jac- 
cording. to. Chriſt's appointment, his diſei- 
ples, commemorate their abſent Lord, and 
ſhew forth his amazing, lovei in giving bim- 


ſelf for them, and the atonement which he 


made for fin by! his death ; 2 1 
tellifying their love to. him and « one ano- 


ther, and renewing their engagements to 
be the Lord's. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
1 Cor. xi. 23—27. 1 John iv. 10, 14: 


1 Cor. v. 8. Iſa. xliv. 5. 1 Cor; vi, 20. 


2. $3. Who are proper perſons to pies 
rake of the Lord's ſupper ? 

A. Thoſe in a church of Chrift, who 
are capable pf examining themſelves, who 
havea competency of knowledge to diſcern 
the Lord's body, and who give good evi- 
dence of their faith and love.——1 Cor. 
xi- 18, 28, 29. 2 Cor. xiii. 4 . . v. 2. 


1 John iv. 811. ch. iii. 14. 
0: 24. How 


1 © 

0. 24. How is this ordinance to be ad- 
winitered? , Jo -me 8 
A. Not 0 i 1 or ha 
a Church in diſtinct parts, but to a Church 
at large, when aſſemhled together in one 
place; it being an ordinance for the ſpe- 
cial communion of the body of Chriſt.- — 
1 Cor. Xi. 20, 33, 34. ch. x. 16, 17. 


9. 2 5. 1s it lawful to receive e chi indi 
dance for any civil purpoſe ? 

A. The kingdom of Chriſt ; is 3 
diſtin and different from all the king- 
'doms of this world; the whole of its or- 
der and inſtitutions is ſpiritual, appointed 
and fitted only for ſpiritual ends and ufes; 
and, therefore, to receive this ordinance 
for the ſake of any civil office, or tempo- 
ral emolument, is a vile and prophane 
abuſe of it. John xviii. 36. Eph. iv. 
11, 12. Mal. i. 12. John vi. 26, 27. 
1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. ch. xi. 2. 


'S. 26. Is there any ek to be ex- 
pected in the ordinances of religious wor- 
ip\ under the Chriſtian diſpenſation ? 
4A. No; 


FR OS 
A. No; for Chriſt hath expreſsly com- 
ed that all his ordinances be kept © 
_ without any addition' or diminution, till 
he come. Matt. x'xviii. 20. 1 Cor. 
Nr 6. "Heb. Nl. 28. 1 "Rev: xxĩi 
182 e n eee eee 


3 27. 3 it "right fog any. man, or « body 
of men, to enjoin additions to the ordi- 
-nances of Chriſt, even under che idea of 
aſſiſting devotion, or ol rendering the 
_— more comely ? - DEF. ns 

A. By no means; for all true and ac- 

j ceptable devotion: is the fruit of faith, 
which. hath. reſpect to the word of God 
' alone; and all the beauty of Chriſtian 
worſhip - conſiſts in its exaQt agreement 
Vith the appointments, of Chriſt, who is 
the Head over all things to his body he 
| church. All human additions, therefore, 
are not only needleſs, but preſumptuous, 
becauſe they derogate from the wiſdom 
and authority of Chriſt ; and are expreſsly | 


forbidden by his word. ——Heh. xi. 4—6. | 
Eph. ii: 1 WT Matt. Xv. 3 Col. ii. = 
9 4 4 1015 i © 


2256 How 2 l 


E N 5 


2. 28. How!ddth it furthet appear to be 
important, that the ordinances of Chrift be 


kope frily according to bis appointment 5 
ng A. From ſuch cohfiderttions a as theſe; . 


as every goſpel orilinanct Bath its ell. 


liar uſe and proper end; "thi t God hath | 


4 2 


promiſed his preſence only i in the v ways of 
- his: own appointineut; that! he is jealous 


—_— M4 4A 


of his Honobr i in reſpect to e ipſti- 


. f X 
tutions 5 and, that divine ju gments have 


been inflicted on ſome, for- Aighting, a - 
Rom. vi. 3 4 Luke 


abu fing F Roving 


xXxii, 19, 2D, . 4. Cor. XK: 26. Exod xx. 
24 Matt. xviii. go. Heb. xii. 29. Deut. 


vi. 14, 1 bes Xe. 15 12. 1. pr. Xi. 


195 30 e, e nEpinrr Ky Hamit 18 gy 
. 29. By who Harth Chriſt appointe d 
Nee pet ure be Ohferved? 8 10 


| 4. By the eongregatiofs or chürchks 01 
1 pesple, who, as united in Chriltian 


fellowfhip, are the proper ſubjetts of Bis 


. authority and government LFpy. 
iv. 1 "Mari: Xvili. 20. ch. XXViii. 


Heb. ili. 16. 1 t. 6. Eph. v. 
wm IR at &; F 2 IS, 8 t * 


C - _- Q- 30. Are 


2 — 
— 


L 6 J 

42. 30. Are there more churches of 
Chriſt than one? 1 5 
A. There is 5 one fei or Ca- 
tholic Church, which includes, all who 
| belong, to Chriſt ; but there are many par- 
ticular churches of Chriſt, each of which 
may be conſidered as a viſible repreſenta- 
tion of the univerſal church, and as a part 


of it. -Eph. li. 15, 21. Ch, iv. 7 
- Gal. i. ON 5 J or 16. 


| Th 


2 31. What i is a reden., church of 
Cbriſt? . 

A. It is a diſtin totibry of ſaints and 
faithful brethren in Chriſt, with their In- 
fant offspring, ſeparated to the Lord by 
the ordinance of Chriſtian baptiſm, mu- 
tually engaged to walk together i in the uſe 
of all goſpel ordinances, for the purpoſes 
of Chriſtian tellowthip, and, to that end, 
ſtatedly meeting in one place, under the | 
promiſe and aba of Chriſt as their 
mens and King.- —Cal. i. 2. Heb. iii. ** 


1 Cor. vii. . Nati. xix. 14. Ch. 
2 xxviii. 19. Ads} ii. 41—47 · A Cor. xii. 
12, 13, 14. 2527. ch. xi. 20. AAQs i. 


13— 


| 
5 


— 


E 4 

13-—15. "Matt. xvill. 20, ch. viii = 
laſt clauſe. 1 Cor. v. „ 

2. 3a. What perfous” are te 10 be- 
come members of a Chriſtian church rt 
Mt Thoſe, who are called by che grace 
of God to the acknowledgwient of the 
truth which is after godlinels, who make | 
a credible profeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, | 
and are unfeignedly diſpoſed to walk in all 
holy ſubjeQion to his aufhority.—1 Cor. 


i. 4, IR. 11 Pet. i ii. 4, 5. Adds xxvi. 
* John xv. 14. Matt. xxviii. 20. 


8 0. 33. How do ſuch deen become a a 

Chriſtian church)! 

A. They are conſtituted ok by kn 
authority and will of Chriſt, on their re- 
ceiving bim as their Prophet, Prieſt and 
King, and voluntarily uniting | to walk to- 
gether in the holy and conſtant obſervation 
of all his inſtitutions.——— John i i. 12. Iſa. 
xliv:'5! ch. xi. 22. Heb. ii; 1, 6, 14. 
1. 8 eke 


9. 34. What means 'hath "Chriſt | ap- 
biste for preſerving the freedom and 


PIO of his churches individually E 1 
* C 2 4. Thoſe 
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vorld.” 


U 28 4 
A. Thoſe of chuſing their own officers, 


admitting or excluding members, and ex- 
ecuting al all the laws of Chriſt, among, them- | 


ſelves, for his glory and their OWN. edifcation; ny 
Acts vi. 3,5 ch. XV. 22, 25. 2 Cor. 


512 to 


viji. 9 45 — 5 s. I. 26, "Mor. viii. 


1,49 of 4 Cor. * 4» 1G 7 i Avdw 111913 } 


1.0735: To whom bath Chriſt committed 


the adminiſtration of divine orditiances par 


A. To officers appointed in m_ name. 
and according to his will. Matt. xxviii. 


16, 19. Eph. iv. 112. 9 25 Ao} of” 
* 15620 yt efters hath Chriſt, at t any 


time, appointed in his church? (8 LI ALE 


14441 


officers, who were to Continue 115 og a 
feafon, and; afterkkürds, '6rdin; ina ry ; icers. 


HO are to. contthile' till the end of} + 


tle 5 "LES - 1951 

21. i Ade] ee mn EC F109 1 ei (hp te 
2 34. What yere choſe ,xttaorginary 
officers? | 1 X tile - 


« Auq They are called apoſtles, prophets, 


and evangeliits — —1 Cor. X11. 28. Eph. V. 11. 


. 38. What were the apoſtles ? A 
8 4 They 


Bo, x. 29 1 
"he They were mei c choſen by Chriſt 


bimlelf, to be witneſſes of his reſurrettion, 
and commiſſioned immediately by him to 


teſtify. this important e event, and, to preach. 
his goſpel to all the world, as tlie means 


1114 57% 


of profelyting t the nations, and 'of ga ather- 


ing ; Churches 1 in his name: "tc | which end, | 
; v2 F 3. 2 A 
dinary, direktion 


ends Sith! ee hich, on 
ſome occaſions, they conveyed. to others 


by the iinpoſiti tion of their hands — 


Luke 75 


vi. 13216 Matt, xxViii. ae a 


i. 8, 21 26. Gal. ii 101 Cor. ix. 1, 2. 
2 Cor. Xi. 28. Eph. iii. 3—5. Gal. 1. 1 15 
12. . xix. 6, N vili. 14. 155 * 


15 Is 


A ; 


ith 39. What Frere - the, e pro. 

phets ? „ 

_ Probably they were men Could 
with the extraordinary influence of the 
Holy Spirit, enabling them; in a moſt con- 

vincing! manner, to explain Old Teſtament 
prophecies, and to ſhew their accom pliſh- | 
ment in Chriſt and his kingdom, As as Well! as 
to prediQimportani. events, for the direction | 
CIA ee My . and 
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188 25 40. What 3 were the crabgelids? | 5 
4. They were men choſen by the apoſ- 


3—5. 2 Tim. i IV. 5. Tit. 3 i, - | 


- world.- 


Lo 1 
and advantage of the church.——AAs xi. 
27, 28. ang XXI. i 10 . Jo iii. 5. Phil. 


fore 9 4): 


tles, to travel with them as' fellow-labour- 


AS. „ 


ers in preaching i the golpel, and in ga- 


in 


thering, ſettling, and regulating churches, 
according to the order of the goſpel, in 


various Parts e of the world. Acts xvi. 


3 £7 & $ * 


b EL 7 miſty 5; 
* OR X 


9. 41. Why are the apoſiles, rad 


| 8 ehe called extraordinary officers? 
A. Becauſe their work itfelf, their call 


to it, and their qualifications for it, were 
extraordinary; and none were to fucceed 
them in their office.— Matt. K. 1. Lake 
XXIV. 49. Atts i li. 24. V 


145 1 


90. 42, W bat! are e the ordinary officers of 


Chriſtian churches? 1 
A. Theſe are biſhops or elders, and 


i deacons, whom Chriſt bath appointed to 


continue in his churches till the end of the 
Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim, i um, 1—8. 


* * 


Eph. iv. 1 3- 


0 


L. 43. w. hat 


18 


1 1 


% N. 43. What are biſhops or elders ac- 
cordirig to the New. Teſtament?:?: 


A. They are officers appointed to the 


overſight and care of one particular church, 


Iii Os ait M8! 
to attend jointly to its religious intereſts, 


{43344 


lead its worſhip, and to watch over all its 


* 311 33: ing 95. FS; 


members, inſtrudi ng and guiding them i in 


all ſubje: lion 0 briſt ect to 


© > 1 3 Th. 
his will. ads xx. 28. Pet. 2 
of a8; meien ie $5 £2 iii n 47 
Jeb. Xl. 17. 


4 1 22 


565 44. lo we fee ol viſdops . ſame 


(103436 26h i rat 
gs 8 , Tha E 24 fame deen called 
both biſnops and elders in ihe New Teſta- 


ment, without the leaſt intimation that 
| theſe names aréè meant to fi nify « different 


offices compare Acts xx. 1 7. With ver. 


28: of that chapter} and Tit. i. 5: with ver. 


7 and all theſe wit Phil. i. 1¹ 5975 BY 


2. 16. What are the proper qualifica. 
tions of biſhops'or elders ? 1 VI 

A. They muſt be men: init eſtabliſhed 
in the truth; wiſe, prudent and compaſ- 


ſionate, holy and unblameable in their 
eee and poſſeſſed of gifts and 


12 | TS abilities 
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and elder chat rule well. — 
| Rom. X11. 7. 8. 1 Tim. v. . 


L 86 1- 


5 abilities for the ren of the church | 


in the faithful diſcharge. of their fr 
1 Tim. iii. 1—7, Tit, i. 69. 85 


0. 46. Had the fir churches of Chrit 
a a plurality of elders s, | 
A. It is abundantly evident: that they 
had.” And, if we conſider the nature and 


ends of a Loſpel church-ſtate, as well. as 
the circumſtances of Chriſtians while in 


this world, it will appear, that ſuch pro- 
viſion is highly important to the order and 


ſtrength, edification and comfort of the 


churches of Chriſt. As xiv: 23. ch. 


xv. 4,6, 22, 23. Tit. i. 5. Phil. i. 1. 
1 47. How doth, Rs New 1 


diſtinguiſh elders i in the ſame church? 


A. By the names of ce or teachers, 
—Eph. No 11. 


JJ 
"0 48. What are the enn duties of 
paſtors or teachers? 
YT”: oF Yet are various and extenbve, fuck 
2 a 6 ala 5 
( ad To. be examples to the church in 
=} every 


N 5 


E 


_ every: Chriſtian: grace, and in all bo- 
lineſs of ante ttuicam- reit, Tims iv. 


12, „Fhil, iii, 13 1, Net, V. Brit „ 
2.) To watch. for ſouls, and to A 


to the ſpiritual intereſts, of the whole 
xiii. 19. 5 nn "Vat - 


ar6hurgþ-n —Heb., 


erf! 0% 273 08 H. 295 DS laid 


(20 To- eee ee; and 


ee dividing it aright, and to 
contend for the truth in the; ſpirit of 


meekneſs. 2 Tim iv. 2, pena ns 15% 


16, 22—23. Jude gz. 
6 ) To adminiſter divine —— 

cording to the rule of the 2 1 Cor. 
4h 4,02 I Th Eo ge 
(5.) To teach and inſtru, to amoi 
en reprove, to exhort and comfort- 
all' the members, as their ſeveral cir- 
* comſtances” _ require. i Theſſ. 

V. 12—15. 2 Tim. ii. OY ch. iv. 

laſt el 21 e BOHR Dee Gl. 
4 0 To preſerve and promote border and 
diſcipline with fidelity, diligende and 
ſkill. Rom. xli. 8. 1 Tim. v. _ 
024 111. 5.1 Cor. i iv. 2. $a 
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quire their qnengion.: 


. 
9. 49. IS there any diſtindtion between 


the work of « paſtor and that of u teacher? 


A. Every elder is to be employed, by 
the direction of the church, according to 


his abilities for uſefulneſs. The teacher 


ſeems to be an elder, whoſe gifts are more 


| eſpecially adapted to the work of inftruc- 


ton. and therefore this becomes his: prin- 
cipal buſineſs ; while the paſtor is an elder, 
furniſhed with gifts for every part of the 
paſtoral work, to-which he is accordingly 


ſeparated. ——Ror. Kii. * 15 : Core xii. 


9. 1 Pet. v.a. ; "x" 


. 50. What is hs proper work of x ru- 


1 To alu the deck 5 8 in 
the government and diſcipline of the 


8 church. particularly, in watching over the 
condud of the members, viſiting, conver- 


ſing and praying with the ſick and afflicted. 
admoniſhing thoſe that walk diſorderly, and 
ſtating to the. church. ſuch matters as re- 
Rom. xii. 8. 
1 Cor. xn. 28 « helps goternmepts. 

0 .0 1 Tim; 


14 


1 Ties Fai ADoit Ines gu e XX, 


PR 51. . What are 3 | 
A. They are othcers, appointed by a - 
church from among the faithful and ap- 
proved brethren, . to fuperintend, all its 
temporal affairs; particularly,. to receive 
and diſtribute collections for the poor, to 


177 


furniſh the table of the Lord, and to pro- 
vide i the ſupport of ſuck elders, " whole 
time and ſervice are devoted to the church. = 
_ ; Tim. iii. 8. 10. "NEWS" vi. eee 


* 5 SE A {3 6x © '3 ' 1 


ss. Wat nabe -of Felders ane dea- 


Cons N et e Particular 


church? : 3G ee ene e 
A. een iow: very wiki that, in 
the days of the apoſtles, the ſame church 
had ſeveral elders and ſeveral: deacons, yet 
it doth not appear, that every church had 
the ſame number of either, nor is any cer- 
tain number fixed in the New Teſtament. 
Every church, therefore, muſt regulate the 
number of its elders and deacons by the 


extent and weight of its ſervice, always 
keeping 


8 _ n 2 K — 82 * — Nr: * 2 * K 
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L 36 1 
keeping in view the edification and comfort 
of the whole body—1 Gon: xiv. 26. laſt 5 


clauſe; 40. Eph. iv. 12. 12'S, 


5 15 11 C56 1. e W -- 


2.53 Tow are rivate embers. to be 
confti net! officers in a a Chriſtian church 95 
By he. eleftion of the church, with h 
rating, and prayer to whic h, in the opi- 
nion of many, mould be added impgſition 5 


of hands-— Adds vi. 3, 5˙ 6. ch. xiii, 
2, 3. ch. Al. 23. 1 Tim. v. 22. 22 


(ty; % 171 10 Nin e 
Ni 


ts 440111 
2 54. Wuy is the eletfion of the church 


neceſſary to conſtitute an officer in it? 


A. Chriſt hath directed ibis /churthes to 


chuſe their on officers, as we ſee by the 


firſt Chriſtian church on earth; and his 


kingdom . is a tate of / order and haly free- 
dom, in which no man hath a right to ex- 
ercile any office, until he is choſen to it by 
the church. As; vi. a6. Eph. 1. 
22, 23, Col, ii. 5. 1 Cor. vii. 224 23. 


Gal. v. 1. 2 Cor. i. 24. Matt. xx. 25—28. 


558, In what 9 is 1 mpoſii ion ; of 
Hands, in the ordit ination of church. * 


Go 41237 biin in 
to de conſidered . de eee . , 
; {a4 E | Fr TY A. Not 


. 1 
A. Not as conveying any authority, : 
giſt or ability for office; for it doth not 
appear, that it was ever uſed for ſuch ends 


in the ordination of any ordinary officers in 
the church of Chriſt: but, as the primitive 
and divinely approved mode of ſeparating 
perſons to office, and d commending them to 
the grace of God. Gen. xlviii. 14, 20. 


Numb. viii. 9, 10. ch. xxvii. 18, 19, 23. 
Akts vi. 6. ch. xiii. 3. 


Q. 56. How is a Chriſtian church to be 
continued and increaſed? _ 
A. By a proper diſcharge of duty to the 
ſeed of the church, and by receiving ſuch 
of thoſe who deſire admiſſion, as appear to 
be proper ſubjetts of ſuch holy fellowſhip. 
Pf. xIv. 16, 17. Ifa. lix. 20, 21. 
_ Afs i, 41, 47. 1 . 


0. 57. In has tight are the children 5 | 
church-members to be conſidered ? _ 
A. Such children are to be conſidered as 
externally holy, ſeparated to the Lord, and 
ſubjects of his viſible kingdom, with their » 


parents, *from their birth ; 3 and they are to 
Mens 1 be 


[ a . 
be knowiedgcs as ſuch by baptiſm in 
their infancy.— Ads ii. 38, 39. 1 Cor. 
vii. 14. Rom. xi. 16. Matt. xix. 14. 
Acts xv. 10. ch. xvi 25,33. 


0. 58. What is the duty of. a church 
in reſpett to ſuch children? 
 &. Tv: acknowledge them | as a part of 
itſelf, though not yet capable of enjoying 
all the privileges, nor of diſcharging all 
the duties, of adult church- members; and 
to ſee that they be well inſtructed in the 
nature, doctrines, order, inſtitutions, pri- 
vileges, and duties of the kingdom of 
Chriſt; that they attend the ſocial inſtruc- 
tion and worſhip of the church, —and that 


the elders perſonally teach, admoniſh, and 
guide them, as circumſtances may require. 


Rom. xii. 4, 5. 1 Cor. xii. 22—27. 
John xx1. 15. laſt clauſe. Eph. vi. 55 4. 
Col. iii. 20, 21. ch. iv. 17. 0 


9. 59- If ſuch children, when come t to 
years of underſtanding, deſire full com- 
munion with 85 church, how are they, to 


be admitted ? oY alert; 
| mm —.— 


full communion. 


TL 39 J 
A. Upon bgnifying their deſire, making 
a profeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, acknow- 
ledging the obligations of their Baptiſm, 
and giving evidence of their ſincerity by 
the conformity of their tempers and lives 
to the goſpel, hey are to be admitted to 
Pf. cx. 3- 1 Pet. ii. 
2: Rom. x. » 10. Gal. iii. 27. Rom. 
Vi. 3, 4. Phil. ii. 5. 1 * ii. 6, Pl- 
xlv. 16. Eph. vi. 4. 


1 0: 60. Who muſt judge concerning the 
Chriſtian character of thoſe, who defire ad- 
miſſion to full communion ? 


A. The right of judging, as well as the 
power of admitting, is veſted in the ehurch 
at large, all the members having an equal 
intereſt in the unity and purity of the body, 
and an equal claim to be ſatisfied concern- 
ing the Chriſtian character of thoſe, with 
whom they are to walk in Goſpel-fellow-. 
ſhip; but in this, as in all other caſes; 
due regard ſhould be had to the judgment 
and advice of the officers. 1 Cor. v. 12+ 
Abts ix. 26—28. Rey. ii. 2. Heb. xiii. 
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7, 17. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7,8. 1 Cor: ic. 


Rom. XV. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 2. 


2. 61. . is a church to judge whe- 
ther thoſe who deſire Chriſtian communion 


are proper ſubjects for it ? 


A. By attending diligently and i impar- 
tially to their profeſſion of faith and man- 
ner of life, a correſpondence of which to 
the word of Chriſt is the proper evidence 
of true diſcipleſhip.——As viii. 37. ch. 
xix. 18—20, 1 Theſſ iv. 7- John xv. 14. 


L. 62. What profeſſion of faith may a 


church require of thoſe who deſire admiſ- 


fion ? | 
A: An explicit W of * has 


lieving and cordially receiving the truth of - 


the Goſpel in general, and of its leading 
Doctrines in particular, eſpecially thoſe 
which relate to the perſon, .charaQer, offi- 
ces, and work of Chriſt; of their depend- 
ance on him alone for juſtification before 


God; and of their willing ſubjeQion to his 
authority in all things. 


1 John iv. 1,2. 


Abts viii. 37. ch. xvi. 15, 31—34. Rom. 


X. 9 


| = oo 
* 9—13. ch. me 22—26. Pf. xlv. 11. 
John xv. 14. + rb e four 


=: 63. If perſons, a Heir 1 4 
have never been baptized, how are 1 
to be admitted? N 

A. All fuch perſons, profeſſing their 

faith in Chriſt and their cordial ſubjection 
to him, : are to be baptized, and lo, by the 
conſent of the church, received into full 
communion. Matt. xXviii. 19, 20. ch. 

xi. 29. Ad ll. 41, 42. ch. x viii. 8. 


0. 64. What are the ſpecial duties of 
church- members one towards another? 
A. To walk in love without diffimula- 
tion; to adhere firmly together in all times 
of trial; to ſympathize with one another 
under all afflictions; to bear one another's 
infirmities with meeckneſs and compaſſion ; 
to converſe frequently with each other for 
edification ; to watch over each other's con- 
verſation and conduct with fidelity and 
love; to give and receive admonition with 
humility and tenderneſs; to excite one ano- 
ther to love and to all good works; to cul- 
tivate harmony one with n and, in 


5 3 — 


— 42 J 
things, with readineſs and zeal, to ſeek 
and promote the proſperity and comfort of 
the whole bady, and of every member of 
it —Eph. v. 1, 2. Rom. xii: 9, 10. 
John xiii. 34, 35. 1 Pet. i. 22. Heb. x. 
25. 1 Cor. xii. 26. Gal. vi. 2. Mal. iii. 
16. Col. iv. 6. Rom. xiv. 19. Heb. iii 
13. Matt. xviii. 15. Gal. vi. 1. | Heb. 
xii. 14—16. Eph. iv. 3.1 Thefl. v. 13. 
laſt clauſe. Phil. ii. 3. 4- Gal. vi. 
£ 10. 


"202 3. What are * duties of church. 
members to their elders : 8 


A. To eſteem them very highly i in love 
for their work's ſake ; to obey them in the 
faithful diſcharge of their duty according 
to the word of Chriſt; to be much in 
prayer to God for them ; to abide by them 

and ſtrengthen their hands under all their 
trials and ſufferings in the way of duty; to 
\ imitate their example, ſo far as they follow 
Chriſt ; and to provide for the comfortable 
ſupport of thoſe, who labour in word and 
doctrine.—1 Tim. v. 17. 1 Theſſ. v. 
| 12, 13. 


[48 1 | 
12, 13. Heb. xiii. 17. 2 Theſſ. iii. 1. 


2 Tim. iv. 16. Phil. iv. 14. Heb. xiii. 
* .M a. xi. 1. Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 


hes 


8 66. If any member mould G9 
againſt, or grieve another, by diſobedience 


to the laws of Chriſt, what is then the duty 


of the offended member? 
A. Not to publiſh the matter, but to go 


and converſe privately with the offender, | 
endeavouring in faithfulneſs and love to 


convince and reclaim him,- Lev. xix. 
17. Matt. xviii. 15. | Like x xvii. 3, 4 


V. 67. II he 1 a be not 
thereby reclaimed, w at Is the next ſtep to 


be taken? 


A. The member, who firſt admoniſhed 
privately, muſt take with him one or two 


of the brethren, and with them-muſt again | 


endeavour to convince and reclaim the 
offending member.—-Deut. xix. 15. Matt, 
| XV11l. 16. 


O. 68. If this _ found :neffeQual, what 
doth the word of Chriſt further direct? 
A. The 


„„ 
o 


view of ns! um to bee 


L 44 } 
A. The matter muſt then be laid before 


the church, and the church, upon receiving 


good evidence of the complaint, muſt, by 
its elders, admoniſn the offender, with the | 


Matt. xviii. 17. 


* 


7 69. Ho ar | is a 1 to W LY | 


niſh in ſuch caſes, DRFAEE.\ it 1 to 


excluſion 8 I 
A. If the firſt admopjti tion n be not . en 


at church mult. admoniſh. A ſecond time, 


before it proceeds to excluſion, unleſs in 
caſes of open and ſcandalous in. Tit. | 


iii. 10. Jude 22, 23. 


0. 70. If the offending member be not 
reclaimed by the repeated admonition of 
the church, what 1s then 1ts duty "HT 

A. The church is then, in the name of 


| Chriſt, to withdraw from ſuch an one, by 


declaring: him to be no longer a member 
with them Matt. Xviii, 17. 2 Thefl. 


iii. 6. Rom: xvi. | 


2. 71. How 1s the church to proceed, 
when any of its members are e e e 
and {ſcandalous fans ? 0 re 8 | 


The 


1 
A. The truth of facts being firſt aſcer- 
tained, the -church . muſt then teſtify its 
ſubjection to Chriſt, its hatred of fin, and 
its zeal for holineſs, by immediately put- 
ting away ſuch prophane perſons from 
among them, with earneſt prayer to God, 


that this awful meaſure may be rendered 7; 


effeual to lead them to repentance. 
1 ore v. 8. 4 6s 7 THI | 


. 7s, If any, his hn: bien exclu- 
ded, afterwards give good evidence. of re- 
pentance, what is the 5 of the Church 
in reſpetct to them? | 
A. Upon the profeſſion and rand of. 
their repentance, and their deſire of being 
re · admitted, the Church muſt receive them 

again, with humble thank fulneſs for their 

recovery. —2 Cor. ii. 6—8, Matt. xviii. 
 . 55 1 5 
9. 73. Should the Churches of Chriſt 
hold Communion one with another:???Wk 

A. As they are all united to one Head, 
hold the ſame faith, and walk by the ſame. 


rule, it is both their duty and their privi- 
lege 


. 
lege to hold — one with ano-, 


ther ——Eph. i. aa, 23. ch. iy. —. 
Phil. iii. 16. 1 Cor. xii. 12 14, 27. 55 


— — — — 
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8 74. | What a are the duces of Churches 
one. towards another? „ 
A. To walk e 15 Ga as to give 

no juſt cauſe of offence to each other; 10 
ſeek, and pray for. each other” s peace and 
welfare; to diſmiſs and receive members 
by letters of recommendation; to affiſt one 
another under temporal wants and neceſſ· 
ties; ahd io make uſe of each other's coun | 

| ſel in caſes of difficulty and importance. 
t Cort. * 32, 33. Eph. iv. 3, 4. 

Pf. exxii: 6. Eph. vl. 18. Col. iv. 10. 

Rom. xvi- 2, 8. 2 Cor. iii. f. As xvii, X 


f 27. wag xi. 29, go. ch. av. —335. | Re 
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44: * 7. May e to the hk of 
_ Chriſt be ON. wy op buman rag 5 

„„ 

A. By no means; for U. would bet 

_  ufurping the authority of Chriſt, deſtroy- 

ing the freedom of his ſubjetts, and de- 


F them of the proper opportunity 
of 


83 


u 4 1 
of teſtifying. their ſubjettion to him.— 
_ Chriſt alone is the King of his Church, 
and no authority but His muſt ever be 
acknowledged in it. All his ſubjects are 
a willing people, and his authority and 
bpleſſing with his ordinances, will always be 
ſufficient and effectual to ſecure their ſub- 
jection and obedience.——Ifa. xxxiii. 22. 


John xviii. 36, Matt. xxiii. 8-11. 2 Cor. 
X. . PL. cx. 3. Col. i. 6, 9, 10 11. 5 


0. 55. What PEE: „ are given | 
to Chriſtians walking IEC to the 
order of the Goſpel? 77 - 
A. Many great and precious promiſes 
are given peculiarly to them, in their con- 
netted ſtate, by which the Lord hath en- 
gaged to preſerve, ſupport, and protect 
his Church to bleſs the proviſions of his 
houſe to dwell among his people to take 
care of them on earth and to condua them 
ſafely to heaven. Iſa. xxvii. 3: FL 


Cxxxii. 13—18, Ifa. Ix. and Ixi. through- 
out. Matt. xvi. 18. 2 Cor. vi. 16—18. 
John xv. 14, 17. Eph. v. 25, 27. Jude 
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22. 77. What are the great ends for 


8 


Which this order is inſtituted in the king: 
7 m of- Chriſt? 15 ee Ort. bn 1 
„ The converſion of ſinners; the edi- 
| fication and comfort of believers; the ho- 
nour of. Chrift as Mediator; and the il. 
4 luſtrious diſplay of all divine perfettions 
full and everlaſting falvation of the 
* whole. church.——Ifa if. 2, g. Pf. xlv. 

| * 3 0. ®*1: Co r. xiv. 26. Eph. iv. 1116. 
ch. i. 3—10. Phil. ii. 9, 11. John v. 
. Rev. iv: 14. c ch. v. 9—14. ch. NV. 
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3. 4. ch. xxi. 22—27. ch. xxii. 3—5˙ om 
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